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VISION
To be a dynamic African university, recognised for its leadership in
generating cutting-edge knowledge for a sustainable future

MISSION
To offer a diverse range of life-changing education experiences for a
better world

VALUES
Excellence
Respect for diversity
Ubuntu
Social justice and equal
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Second Avenue Campus

WE ARE
NELSON MANDELA UNIVERSITY

As a values-based, embedded African university, promoting
social justice in the service of society, we offer a range of life-
changing educational experiences, impactful research and
innovation, and transformative engagement.

These academic core missions are rooted in and informed
by recent milestones in the University’s history, such as the
2017 name change to Nelson Mandela University, the Vice
Chancellor’s listening campaign, inaugural and Advancing
Mandela addresses, and a transversal organisational redesign
process.

We offer quality higher education to over 33 000 students
across seven campuses, making us the largest university in the
Eastern and Southern Cape.

What we offer

Nelson Mandela University is a comprehensive university that
offers both general formative and professionally orientated
academic programmes from certificate to doctoral level.

We have a strong track record in both fundamental and
applied research, working extensively in partnership with
business, industry, government, and civil society.

Missionvale Campus

George Campus

The institution has over 400 study programmes across seven
faculties that are internationally recognised and accredited by
the relevant professional bodies. State-of-the-art IT services
include WiFi connectivity across all campuses and in numerous
off-campus facilities, as well as advanced technological
resources and digital aids geared to effective in-person and
blended modes of learning and teaching.

Along with a first-class academic education, Nelson Mandela
University provides students with a vibrant student life beyond
the classroom.

Our campuses

Ourseven campuses have a large footprint, with sixin Ggeberha
and one in George. Of these, four are in Summerstrand, one
in Bird Street in Central, and one in Missionvale. Our North
and South campuses in Summerstrand are located on an
840-hectare private nature reserve.

Our George Campus is on the Garden Route, midway between
Nelson Mandela Bay and Cape Town. Set at the foot of the
Outeniqua Mountains, our sustainability campus is where our
ecological footprint meets business acumen for a sustainable
future.

South Campus

Ocean Sciences Campus
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CELEBRATING YOUR ACHIEVEMENTS

Message from the Chancellor and Vice-Chancellor

Your graduation today is more than just a ceremony; it is
a testament to your resilience, hard work, and ambition.
Guided by the Nelson Mandela University values, most
especially Ubuntu, we believe that no achievement is reached
in isolation, rather it is in part shaped by the efforts and
sacrifices of many others, and rooted in the communities that
sustain and nurture us. So, as you stand at the threshold of
a new journey, remember those who offered their guidance,

knowledge, and encouragement along the way.

At Nelson Mandela University, we are committed to fostering
socially responsible, ethical, and engaged graduates who are
equipped to contribute meaningfully to society. We believe
that a qualification is a powerful mechanism to drive change,
develop communities, and build a better world. As Nelson

Mandela so profoundly stated,

Today, you are not just graduates of Nelson Mandela
University - you are the bearers of a legacy rooted in Ubuntu,

innovation, and African leadership.

With this responsibility comes the opportunity to serve
humanity with integrity and compassion. Wherever your
journey takes you, may you carry with you the values of
servant leadership, ethical courage, and commitment to

transformation.

We celebrate your achievement, take pride in your success,
and look forward to witnessing the positive impact you will
make. Nelson Mandela University has equipped you with the
tools, knowledge, and courage to change the world - now, it

is in your hands.

We salute you! Congratulations, and best wishes for the next

chapter of your journey ahead.

Umhla
kokusingathwa komsitho; kusisiginisekiso sokuxhathisa

wakho wothwesosidanga yinto engaphaya
kwakho, ukusebenza nzima, kwakunye nokuzingisela
ikamva. Ngokukhokelwa ziintsika zaseNelson Mandela
University, ingakumbi Ubuntu, sikholelwa ukuba akukho
nzuzo ekungafikelelwa kuyo xa ubani elikheswa, endaweni
yoko iyinxalenye ebondwe ziinzame kwakunye nokuzijula
ifjacu kobuninzi babanye, kwaye isekezelwe kuluntu
olusigcinayo nolusikokosayo. Ngoko ke, njengokuba
uphakamela igxathu lwegalo lakho elitsha, khumbula abo
bathe banikeza isikhokelo, ulwazi, kwakunye nenkuthazo
apha ebudeni bohambo.

ENelson Mandela University, sizinikele ekughubezeleni
bakhulele
kwezentlalo, bakholose ngokwengqiqo ekuziphatheni,
indlebe
bexakathisiwe ekwenzeni igalelo elinomqela kuluntu.
Sikholelwa ukuba
elinamandla lokukekelela utshintsho, ukuphuhlisa uluntu,

abathweswe izidanga ukuze uxanduva

yaye badlane noluntu ngenxa yokuba

isiginisekiso sezemfundo ligwiba
kwakunye nokwakha ihlabathi elingcono. Njengokuba
uNelson Mandela wakhe watsho ngokuthe gabavu esithi,

Nambhlanje, aningobathweswa zidanga baseNelson
Mandela University nje kuphela - koko ningabafumbathi
bomzila osekezelwe kuBuntu, ubuchule, kwakunye
nesikhokelo saseAfrika.

Kolu xanduva kuza ithuba lokukhonza ngobuntu

obubondwe ngengqiqo kwakunye novelwano. Naphi
na apho uhambo Iwakho elukuthatha lukuse khona,
inga ungatywatha kuwe iintsika zesikhokelo sokuba
sisicaka, inkuthazo yengqiqo yokuziphatha, kwakunye
nokuzinikezela kwinguqu.



Siyayibhiyozela inzuzo yakho, sinentshisakalo
ngempumelelo yakho, yaye sijonge phambili ekuziboneleni
ngawenyama ifuthe elihle oza kulenza. INelson Mandela
University ikuxakathise ngezixhobo, ulwazi, kwakunye
nenkuthazo yokutshintsha ihlabathi - ngoku, konke

kusezandleni zakho.

Sikothulela umnqwazi! Huntshu, futhi sikunqwenelela
okuhle kwigxathu elilandelayo lohambo Iwakho oluzayo.

Jul gradeplegtigheid vandag is meer as net 'n seremonie; dit
is 'n bewys van jul veerkragtigheid, harde werk en ambisie.
Nelson Mandela-Universiteit se waardes, en veral Ubuntu, lei
ons daartoe om te glo dat geen prestasie in isolasie bereik
word nie; dit word eerder deels gevorm deur die pogings
en opofferings van baie ander mense, en gewortel in die
gemeenskappe wat ons onderhou en koester. So, terwyl
julle op die drumpel van 'n nuwe reis staan, onthou diegene
wat leiding, kennis en aanmoediging langs die pad aan julle
gebied het.

Ons by Nelson Mandela Universiteit is daartoe verbind om
sosiaal verantwoordelike, etiese en betrokke gegradueerdes
te bevorder, wat toegerus is om betekenisvol tot die
samelewing by te dra. Ons glo dat 'n kwalifikasie 'n kragtige
meganisme is om verandering te dryf, gemeenskappe te
ontwikkel en 'n beter wéreld te bou. Soos Nelson Mandela

dit so diepgaande gestel het,

Vandag is julle nie net gegradueerdes van Nelson Mandela
Universiteit nie - julle dra 'n nalatenskap wat gewortel is in
Ubuntu, innovasie en Afrika-leierskap.

Met hierdie verantwoordelikheid kom die geleentheid om
die mensdom met integriteit en deernis te dien. Waar jul

reis julle ook al neem, mag julle die waardes van dienende
leierskap, etiese moed en toewyding tot transformasie saam

met julle dra.

Ons vier jul prestasie, is trots op jul sukses en sien uit daarna
om die positiewe impak wat julle sal maak, te aanskou. Nelson
Mandela Universiteit het julle toegerus met die gereedskap,

kennis en moed om die wéreld te verander — nou is dit in jul

hande.

Ons salueer julle! Baie geluk, en beste wense vir die volgende

hoofstuk van jul reis wat voorlé.



OUR CHANCELLOR, VICE-CHANCELLOR
AND CHAIR OF COUNCIL

Meet Dr Geraldine Fraser-Moleketi, Chancellor of Nelson

Mandela University, whose experience and commitment
exemplifies a profound commitment to social and economic
transformation across the African continent, mirroring the
University's dedication to societal advancement.

In her distinguished career, Dr Fraser-Moleketi has been a
formidable advocate for sustainable and inclusive economic
growth. Her extensive experience spans intergovernmental
engagements, collaborations with political and business
leaders, and active participation in complex negotiations
across diverse sectors.

Notably, she served as the Director of the United Nations
Development Programme’s Democratic Governance Group,
overseeing initiatives in over 170 countries from the New
York headquarters. Her tenure as South Africa’s Minister for
Welfare and Population Development in the first democratic

government, followed by her role as Minister of Public Service
and Administration, underscores her unwavering dedication

to public service and governance.

Dr Fraser-Moleketi's early contributions were pivotal
during South Africa’s transition to democracy. She played
a significant role in the multi-party negotiation process
and served as Deputy National Coordinator of the African
National Congress's National Elections Commission, leading
up to the historic 1994 elections.

Her leadership extends to various esteemed positions, such as
Deputy Minister, and then Minister of Welfare and Population
Development, where she introduced the Government’s white

papers on social welfare and population policy.

Dr Fraser-Moleketi served as Chair of the United Nations
Committee of Experts on Public Administration and Non-
Executive Board Member of the Standard Bank Group,
Lead Independent Director of Exxaro, Chairman of Tiger
Brands and Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Thabo
Mbeki Foundation. She has been recognised with numerous
accolades, such as the OP Dwivedi Public Service Award from
the International Association of Schools and Institutes of
Public Administration, an honorary doctorate by the North-
West University, and also honored as the “2016 New African
Woman of the Year.”

Later, as Special Envoy on Gender at the African Development
Bank, she led efforts to develop its gender strategy
“Investing Gender Equality for Africa’s Transformation” and
its implementation by mainstreaming gender in the Bank’s
policies and operations, championing women’s economic
empowerment and financial inclusion, through innovative
instruments and initiatives across the continent. The gender
strategy was premised on the AfDB’s strategic policy objective
of Inclusive Growth.

In essence, our Chancellor's advocacy for transformative
engagement, ethical governance, and leadership, deeply



resonate with the University's strategic goals of fostering
inclusive institutional culture, promoting impactful research
and innovation, and cultivating socially conscious global
citizens dedicated to public service.

Her recent participation in the TEDxJohannesburgSalon
highlighted actionable solutions to bridge the $4 trillion gap
required to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals,
emphasising innovative partnerships and inclusive strategies
for global progress.

Dr Fraser-Moleketi's unwavering dedication to social justice,
ethical leadership, and sustainable development continues
to inspire and guide Nelson Mandela University in its mission
to serve society and effect positive change.

We would like to introduce you to our visionary leader at

the helm of Nelson Mandela University, our Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Sibongile Muthwa. As a leader of a university that
seeks to be a dynamic African University, Professor Muthwa
embodies the African philosophy of interconnectedness and
a shared humanity.

She holds a PhD from the School of Oriental and African
Studies, University of London, and an MSc in Development
Policy and Planning from the London School of Economics
and Political Science. Her career spans academia,
development, and public sector leadership in South Africa

and internationally.

Professor Muthwa's career stands as a testament to
educational excellence, societal advancement and global
collaboration. She has played a pivotal role in shaping higher
education policy and governance. She previously served
as the Chairperson of Universities South Africa (USAf), an
organisation dedicated to advancing the sustainability,
effectiveness, and societal impact of the country’s 26 public
universities.

Before joining Nelson Mandela University, she was the
Director-General of the Eastern Cape Provincial Government
(2004-2010), where she was instrumental in driving public
sector transformation and service delivery. Prior to that, she
served as Director of the Fort Hare Institute of Government,
and governance

strengthening public  administration

frameworks.

Her leadership demonstrates a legacy building orientation
and creating long-term value that benefits future-generations;
and furthermore is deeply aligned with Nelson Mandela
University's values of Ubuntu, integrity, social justice, and
respect for diversity. Passionate about gender justice, social
inclusion, and participatory democracy, she serves in various
national and international advisory structures.

As Vice-Chancellor, Professor Muthwa is committed to
positioning Nelson Mandela University as a university “in
service to society”, fostering human-centered innovation,
and nurturing graduates who are responsible global citizens,
equipped to address the challenges of the 21st century.
Under her leadership, she has spearheaded initiatives
that demonstrate inclusive access to higher education,
transformative research, and engagement that drives social
and economic progress.
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Nelson Mandela University is proud to introduce Judge
Nambitha Dambuza as our Chair of Council. A highly
respected jurist with over two decades of experience. Judge
Dambuza’s career exemplifies the ethical foundations that
Nelson Mandela University must uphold—a commitment
to integrity, justice, and social upliftment. Her presence as
Chair of Council supports the institution's ability to remain a
beacon of ethical leadership, transformation, and academic
excellence in South Africa and beyond.

Judge Dambuza currently serves as a Justice of the Supreme
Court of Appeal and brings a wealth of experience in legal
and higher education

governance, judicial education,

leadership.

A graduate of the University of Natal (BProc and LLB)
and Tulane University in the United States (LLM), Judge
Dambuza’s legal expertise has significantly influenced the
South African judiciary. She was appointed as a Judge of the
Eastern Cape High Court in 2005, later rising to the Supreme
Court of Appeal in 2015, where she has also served as Deputy
President and Acting President. In addition to her judicial
responsibilities, she plays a vital role in shaping South Africa’s
legal landscape—convening the induction programme for
newly appointed judges through the South African Judicial

Education Institute (SAJEI) and chairing the Rules Board for
South African Courts.

Beyond the judiciary, Judge Dambuza is deeply committed to
higher education and social justice, a commitment that aligns
seamlessly with Nelson Mandela University's transformative
mission. She has served as Council Chair of Walter Sisulu
University, where she played a key role in stabilising the
institution during a critical period. Additionally, she is a visiting
professor at Rhodes University’s Faculty of Law, underscoring
her passion for nurturing future generations of legal minds.

Judge Dambuza’s orientation towards environmental
sustainability and the accompanying ethical responsibility
reinforces the idea that truly ethical institutions must not
only serve humanity but also protect the world for future
generations. Judge Dambuza has served as the Chair of
the African Judicial Education Network on Environmental
Law, is a board member of the Global Judicial Institute
on Environmental Law, and champions legal frameworks
that protect natural ecosystems. Her keen interest in our
Ocean Sciences programme highlights her recognition of
our university's unique role in addressing environmental

challenges through academic excellence and innovation.

Judge Dambuza’s leadership is grounded in the values of
integrity, Ubuntu, and social justice, reflecting the very ethos
of Nelson Mandela University. As Chair of Council, she will
guide the institution in its pursuit of knowledge that serves
humanity, ensuring that we continue to produce graduates
who are ethical, engaged, and empowered to drive positive
change in society.

We are honoured to have Judge Nambitha Dambuza at
the helm of our Council. Her wisdom, experience, and
unwavering commitment to justice and education will
undoubtedly strengthen Nelson Mandela University's legacy
as an institution that champions the advancement of a more
just and sustainable world.
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OUR HISTORY

Nelson Mandela University is a new generation comprehensive
public university. It owes it origins to the transformation of
the higher education sector in South Africa in the early 2000s.
Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University was established in
2005 from the amalgamation and merger of three former
higher education institutions: the University of Port Elizabeth
(established in 1964), the Port Elizabeth Campus of Vista
University (established in 1982) and the Port Elizabeth
Technikon (established in 1925).

In 2017 our university was renamed after the global icon,
Nelson Mandela. This was much more than a branding
exercise. It was an opportunity to ask searching questions
about the role of public universities in society and what it
means to carry the name of arguably the greatest statesman
of the 20th century.

We re-imagined Nelson Mandela University as a values-
based university, embedded in its multiple communities,
in the service of society. We envisioned a university that
would be the academic expression of the values and ethos
of our namesake, one that would partner with government,
civil society, other higher education institutions and like-
minded organisations to promote social justice and help
resolve pressing societal challenges. This was the journey we
embarked upon, and it is journey that is still ongoing.

As graduates of our fine university, you have now become an
indelible part of its history.



Nelson Mandela University is honoured
to confer the Honorary Doctor of Laws
upon Professor David Richard Boyd
in recognition of his exceptional contri-
butions as an environmental lawyer,
scholar, and advocate for human rights.
His expertise and dedication to the
intersection of environmental sustain-
ability and human well-being have
shaped global policies, legal frame-
works, and academic discourse.

Professor Boyd serves as an Associate
Professor of Law, Policy, and Sustaina-
bility at the University of British Colum-
bia, where his research focuses on
the legal and ethical dimensions of
environmental protection. He holds
a PhD in Resource Management and
Environmental Studies and a Juris
Doctor degree, equipping him with
a strong foundation in both environ-
mental science and law. His academic
contributions have deepened global
understanding of the inextricable links
between environmental sustainability
and fundamental human rights.

From 2018 to 2024, Professor Boyd
held the esteemed position of United
Nations Special Rapporteur on Human
Rights and the Environment. In this role,
he played a pivotal part in advocat-
ing for the recognition of a healthy
environment as a fundamental human
right, which was finally recognised by
the UN General Assembly in 2022. His
reports to the UN addressed urgent
environmental challenges, including
climate change, biodiversity loss, and
pollution, highlighting their devastat-
ing impact on human rights, such as
the rights to life, health, food, water,
and sanitation. As Special Rapporteur
Boyd also participated in 15 lawsuits at
the national, regional and global levels,

DOCTOR OF LAWS
(HONORIS CAUSA)

Professor David Richard Boyd

supporting the effective interpreta-
tion and implementation of the
right to a healthy environ-
ment. His work has signif-
icantly influenced both
national and interna-

tional policies and

legal frameworks,
reinforcing the

principle that
environmental
protection is a
prerequisite for

human dignity and
sustainable develop-

ment.

Professor Boyd is also a
prolific and highly respected
author. His extensive body of work
includes numerous books, research
papers, and policy briefs that have shaped
global discussions on environmental law
and human rights. His book, The Environ-
mental Rights Revolution: A Global Study
of Constitutions, Human Rights, and
the Environment, is widely regarded as
a seminal work in the field, providing a
comprehensive analysis of the constitu-
tional recognition of environmental rights
worldwide. Through his scholarly contri-
butions, he has provided critical insights
into the role of legal systems in safeguard-
ing both people and the planet.

Beyond academia, Professor Boyd has
been deeply involved in environmental
advocacy and policy development. He
has worked closely with governments,
non-governmental organisations (NGOs),
and local communities to advance sustain-
able practices and environmental justice.
His efforts have contributed to legislative
and policy reforms aimed at integrating
human rights considerations into environ-
mental decision-making in diverse nations

including Botswana, Canada, Chile, Fiji,
Portugal, Slovenia and South Africa.
His ability to bridge the gap between
research and real-world action has made
him an influential figure in the fight for
environmental protection and justice.

Nelson Mandela University acknowl-
edges Professor Boyd's outstanding
contributions to environmental law,
policy, and human rights. His unwavering
commitment to ensuring a safe, clean,
healthy, and sustainable environment
for all has left an enduring impact on
global efforts to combat environmental
degradation. In conferring this Honorary
Doctor of Laws, the University celebrates
his remarkable achievements and
reaffirms its commitment to advancing
environmental justice and human rights
for future generations.



DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY (SOCIOLOGY)

(HONORIS CAUSA)

Professor Amina Caroline Mama

Nelson Mandela University is honoured
to confer an Honorary Doctoral Degree
upon Professor Amina Caroline
Mama in recognition of her outstand-
ing contributions to African feminist
theory, gender studies, and the politics
of development. Her pioneering
scholarship, activism, and leadership
have profoundly influenced feminist
discourse and the advancement of
gender equality across the globe.

Professor Mama is a distinguished
Nigerian-British feminist scholar,
researcher, and activist. She holds a
PhD in Organisational and Applied
Psychology from Birkbeck College,
University of London, obtained in 1987.
Throughout her illustrious career, she
has held academic positions across

development, militarism, feminist
theory and methodology, and

women's movements. Her
work critically examines
the intersections of
gender, politics, and
socio-economic
development in
Africa, providing

a deeper under-
standing of the
challenges and
opportunities
faced by women.

She has been instru-
mental in advancing
feminist scholarship
that centres African experi-
ences and perspectives,
challenging dominant narratives

and advocating for knowledge produc-
tion thatis rooted in the realities of African

multiple continents, shaping the fields
of gender studies and African develop-
ment through her transformative schol-

Beyond academia, her activism extends
to various organisations advocating
for women'’s rights, social justice, and

societies.
arship and activism.

In recognition of her scholarly contribu- peace. Her unwavering commitment to
tions, she was appointed the Barbara Lee decolonising knowledge production and
Distinguished Chair in Women'’s Leader-
ship at Mills College in Oakland, Califor-

nia. She currently serves as a Professor of

Her academic journey has taken her to
institutions in Nigeria, South Africa, the
Netherlands, and the United States. She
served as the Chairin Gender Studies at
the University of Cape Town, where she
led the African Gender Institute (AGI).
During her tenure, she spearheaded
initiatives that bridged feminist theory
and activism, fostering the growth of
gender-focused scholarship in Africa.
Notably, she founded Feminist Africa,
a groundbreaking journal dedicated

promoting feminist scholarship in African
contexts has had a profound impact on
global efforts to address gender dispar-
Gender, Sexuality, and Women'’s Studies ities and advance social equity.

at the University of California, Davis.

Nelson Mandela University takes great
pride in honouring Professor Mama
for her ability to bridge African studies
and gender studies in a way that aligns

with the University’s vision of being a

A trailblazer in African feminist thought,
Professor Mama made history in 2021
when she was appointed the fourth
occupant of the Kwame Nkrumah Chair in
African Studies at the University of Ghana
- the first woman to hold this prestig-

“dynamic African university”, rooted
in African epistemes while producing
globally competitive graduates and
knowledge programmes. Itis a privilege
to recognise her contributions with this
Honorary Doctoral Degree.

to amplifying feminist discourse on
the continent. The journal ensures that
African feminist perspectives remain at
the forefront of global academic and

jous position. In her inaugural lecture,
she examined the gender politics of Dr
Kwame Nkrumah's leadership and the role
policy debates. of African women's movements in shaping
post-independence Africa.

Professor Mama's research interests

include gender and the politics of



Nelson Mandela University is honoured
to confer an Honorary Doctorate in
Music upon Ms Letta Nomali Mbulu
in recognition of her exceptional
contributions to the arts, her advocacy
for freedom through music, and her
enduring influence on global musical
heritage.

Born on 24 September 1943 in Soweto,
South Africa, Letta Mbulu is a distin-
guished jazz singer whose career has
spanned over six decades. From an early
age, her powerful voice and emotive
delivery earned her recognition within
South Africa’s vibrant music scene. She
gained prominence as a cast member
of the musical King Kong, which toured
both South Africa and Europe, provid-
ing her with a platform to showcase her
talent to international audiences.

In 1964, at the age of 21, Mbulu made
the difficult decision to leave South
Africa due to the oppressive apartheid
regime. Seeking refuge in the United
States, she joined a community of
South African exiles, including Miriam
Makeba, Hugh Masekela, and Jonas
Gwangwa. These collaborations deeply
enriched her musical style, blending
traditional African sounds with jazz,
soul, and R&B influences.

During her time in the US, Mbulu
worked with renowned musicians.
such as Cannonball Adderley and
Harry Belafonte. Her collaborations
with Belafonte were particularly signifi-
cant, leading to several world tours and
further solidifying her presence on the
international stage.

Mbulu’s discography features several
acclaimed albums, including Letta

DOCTOR OF MUSIC
(HONORIS CAUSA)

Ms Letta Nomali Mbulu

Mbulu Sings (1967), Free Soul
(1968), and There's Musicin the

Air (1976). Her music, often
infused with themes of
freedom, resilience,
and hope, captured
the spirit of the
anti-apartheid
movement. One

of her most iconic
songs, Not Yet
Uhuru, became an
anthem for South
Africa’s liberation
struggle, symbolis-

ing the ongoing fight
for justice and equality.

After more than 25 years in
exile, Mbulu returned to South

Africa in 1991, marking a significant
moment in both her personal journey
and the nation’s history. Her homecom-
ing was celebrated with performances
at the Unity Festival Against Apartheid,
embodying the transition from oppression
to democracy.

Beyond her musical achievements,
Mbulu has been a mentor and inspira-
tion to younger generations of artists. Her
dedication to preserving and promoting
African musical heritage has earned her
numerous accolades, including lifetime
achievement awards. Her work contin-
ues to shape the music industry in South
Africa and beyond, ensuring that African
storytelling and resistance through song
remain relevant and influential.

Nelson Mandela University recognises
Letta Mbulu’s relentless efforts, both as
a composer and an anti-apartheid artist,
who used her music as a powerful tool for
advocacy. The University acknowledges

her pioneering role in international-
ising the struggle against apartheid,
raising political consciousness through
song. Her intellectual contributions
to songwriting, storytelling, and the
performing arts have been widely
acknowledged in scholarly contexts.

It is with great respect and admira-
tion that Nelson Mandela University
confers this Honorary Doctorate upon
Letta Mbulu, celebrating her legacy as
a musical icon and advocate for justice.
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DOCTOR OF COMMERCE (ACCOUNTING)

(HONORIS CAUSA)

Ms Ntombifuthi Temperance Mtoba

Nelson Mandela University is honoured to
award an Honorary Doctorate in Accounting
to Ms Ntombifuthi Temperance Mtoba, in
recognition of her outstanding contributions
to corporate governance, education, and
social equity. Her leadership, mentorship,
and advocacy has had a profound impact on
the accounting profession and the broader
South African socio-economic landscape.

Ms Mtoba is a pioneering figure in account-
ing and corporate governance. She holds
the distinction of being the first woman to
serve as the Chairperson of Deloitte South-
ern Africa, a remarkable achievement that
emphasises her exceptional leadership
and expertise. Her academic journey in
accounting began with a BCompt (Hon) at
the University of South Africa, followed by
a Higher Diploma in Banking Law from the
University of Johannesburg.

After qualifying as a chartered account-
ant and becoming the first black African
woman to be appointed as a partner by
one of the big five accounting firms in South
Africa, her accounting career culminated in
her becoming Chairperson of Deloitte in
2005. She later broadened her strategic
and leadership acumen by completing the
Advanced Leadership Initiative Fellowship at
Harvard University. She is also a Fellow of the
Aspen Institute’s - Aspen Global Leadership
Network, and a member of the International
Women'’s Forum.

Throughout herillustrious career, Ms Mtoba
has been a dedicated advocate for trans-
formation and empowerment within the
accounting profession. She has played a
pivotal role in mentoring young profession-
als, particularly women, supporting their
growth and leadership in a traditionally
male-dominated industry. Her commit-
ment to fostering inclusivity and diversity
has contributed significantly to reshaping
the professional landscape in South Africa.
Among others, she was the first female presi-
dent of both Business Unity South Africa —
to date she remains the only woman to lead
this apex business organisation — and the

Association for the Advancement of
Black Accountants .

Beyond her professional
achievements, Ms Mtoba
has been deeply

involved in advanc-

ing education and

financial literacy. She

has championed

initiatives aimed at

equipping under-

privileged commu-

nities with essential

financial skills, recog-

nising education as a

powerful tool for social

mobility and economic
empowerment. She is the

recipient of many awards,
including the Nedbank Business-
woman of the Year, the International
Achievement Award (National Association of
Black Accountants), in the USA and the African
Women Chartered Accountants Woman of
Substance Award.

Ms Mtoba'’s contributions extend to various
organisations focused on skills development,
where she has worked tirelessly to improve
access to quality education. She is the found-
ering member of TEACH South Africa — a
national programme that seeks to improve
the quality of education and learner outcomes
through effective teaching in the classroom.

Ms Mtoba’s leadership extends beyond the
corporate sphere. She has served on numerous
boards, including the Public Investment Corpo-
ration, where she played a key role in shaping
investment strategies that drive sustainable
economic growth. Her extensive involvement
in the non-profit sector reflects her passion
for social change, particularly in education,
gender equality and community development.
Her influence in policymaking and governance
continues to shape South Africa’s economic
and educational sectors, ensuring that they
become more inclusive and equitable.

Globally, she has served on the International

Monetary Fund's Advisory Group for Sub-Sa-
haran Africa, the World Economic Forum’s
Global Agenda Council on Anti-corruption
and Transparency, the United Nations Global
Compact and the African Union Foundation,
among others.

Her unwavering dedication to ethical leader-
ship, excellence, and social responsibility has
earned her numerous accolades, solidifying
her status as a trailblazer in the accounting
profession. Her legacy is not only defined
by her corporate achievements but also by
her commitment to nurturing future gener-
ations through mentorship, education, and
advocacy.

Nelson Mandela University proudly recog-
nises Ms Mtoba's transformative impact on
education and social equity. Her dedication
to improving educational opportunities for
underprivileged children, particularly through
innovative teaching methods in Mathemat-
ics, Science, Technology, and English, has
positioned her as a highly esteemed leader
in society. It is a privilege for the University
to honour her with this Honorary Doctorate

in Accounting.
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FACULTY OF SCIENCE

DIPLOMA IN AGRICULTURAL MANAGEMENT

BATY]I, Balindile

BHENGU, Lucia Nontuthuko
BUZO, Bubhle Lilitha
COETZEE, Maxeme Faith
DUDUMAYO, Sithandiwe
HLOBO, Simbongile
MACETYANA, Sibahle
MADIKANE, Mhlonitshwa
MAGALANE, Nandi

MANYI, Anoyolo
MANYONTA, Sigcine
MAPASA, Mzuvukile
MCALENI, Nande

MFIHLO, Qagambile
MFUNDISI, Siyahluma Ester
MFUNDISI, Vuyolwetu
MJAMANI, Sinaye
MKETSU, Wongalethu
MOGANEDI, Kgolagano Mashego
MORETSELE, Londa Letau
MSANA, Ayathemba
MZIMBA, Blessing

NCINCI, Senzo

NTETHA, Sinenhlanhla Nombuso
QADI, Aphiwe

RADEBE, Palesa
RAMNCWANA, Sihle
SAPEPA, Athenkosi
SINGQANDU, Inga Eric
SIXIMBA, Aneza
SODLAKA, Zandile
TSHUNGU, Lindokuhle
ZINJA, Rorisang Mathuto
ZONO, Adalizwa

CUM LAUDE

DLAUKANA, Athandile

DIPLOMA IN ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY

CHAUKE, Lunghile
MABUZA, Andiswa

MAEPA, Mapou Alletah
MBHEKWA, Masivuye
MCHITHAKALI, Babalwa
MGIDI, Sibusiso
MHLAKAZA, Ntombifuthi Tiny
MNANA, Anathi
MNGQIBISA, Likhona
MONDA, Motshepeng Jeanette
MUDZUNGA, Millicent
NKUNA, Mazwi Teddy
NQENTSU, Olwethu

NTOSELA, Liyema
QWASE, Nandile

DIPLOMA IN CHEMICAL PROCESS TECHNOLOGY

COOK, Sharonique Unam
GUMEDE, Siyabonga Sibongile
GWENTE, Akhanani

MADIKANE, Bonga

MATU, Zipho

MDONDOLO, Busisa

MKHOSI, Snazo

MOSEKI, Collen Pakiso
NCOKWANE, Scelo Almon
NONKONYANA, Msimelelo
NTAKA, Bandile Lusanda Mehluko
RAMUDZULI, Wananimurena Goodman

CUM LAUDE

MAJOLA, Katleho
MKHOMBO, Mfundo Nyiko
SKOSANA, Lwazi

DIPLOMA IN GAME RANCH MANAGEMENT

FORTUIN, Marlin Ambrose-José
GOETSCH, Dillan Earl
KLEINHANS, Curtis Tyler
KUBHEKA, Nosipho Nondumiso
LEKHETHE, Refilwe

LUBISI, Sithembile

MBIMBI, Athi

MFECANE, Sinazo
MKHWANAZI, Ntuthuko Mlungisi
MUSI, Ontlametse

NDABISA, Yonela

NZIMA, Slindile Simphiwe
ZULU, Yandisa

DIPLOMA IN POLYMER TECHNOLOGY

BENYA, Anezwa

BITI, Tinama

GALODIKWE, Orateng Gift
MASENYA, Sibongile Promise
MNGUNI, Khensani
MTSWENI, Lungile Betty
NDONGENI, Unam
RAMOREI, Keamogetswe
STOKWE, Thembela

ZULU, Busani Amos



BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

ABU-BASUTU, Tsepiso Lucina
ADENDOREFF, Landi

BAKA, Asakhe

BAPELA, Joseph

BHAYI, Mpendulo
BLANDFORD, Jade
BOOYSEN, Braxton Curtis
BRUMMER, Lance Nathan
CARR, Joshua

CEMBI, Okuhle

CHAPMAN, Dylann Leonard
CHIFAMBA, Jimiel

CHOABI, Boitshoko
COLVIN-BENNETTE, Alix Adrienne
CUNNINGHAM, Jordyn Leigh
DA SILVA, Sergio

DADI, Rutendo

DAMONS, Dane Eldridge

DE BEER, Amber Jade

DE BEER, Anja

DEM, Mambesi

DONDASHE, Chumisa
DOUGLAS, Maryam

DU PREEZ, Andries

ELLIS, Michael-John

FAAS, Monde Lazola
FERREIRA, Andries Jacobus
GILBERT, Taylor Michele
GODDARD, Gabriel lvan
GOLIATH, Nelissa Tariro
GQUNU, Yamkela
GWANZURA, Darlington
HAVENGA, Kirsty
HLATSHWAYO, Sindiswa Siphesihle
HLULANI, Ababalwe
HLUNGWANE, Mbali Charmaine
HLUNGWANI, Thabelo Caroline
HOKWANA, Oyintanda Samkele
IRABARUTA, Cynthia

JAKU, Inam

JENECKER, Jayden

JOGIE, Kavier

KANCHE, Tionge Hanna Hope
KETANI, Olwam

KHUMALO, Ayabonga Siyathokoza Linda
KHUMALO, Siboniso Xolani
KLUYTS, Matthew

KUDOMA, Tadiwanashe

LE GRANGE, Simoné
LETSOALO, David Makgoba
LIBERTY, Cay-Lin

LOXTON, Wesley Jason
MABASO, Masana

MABOYA, Natasha Nsuku
MADIKIZA, Xolisa Innocentia
MADIKWA, Refiloe Chantell
MAGUGA, Anela Sonelise

MAJAVU, Kamvalethu
MAKHONZA, Neliseka Simamkele
MAREDI, Madimetja Reginald
MARIRE, Nidia Ropafadzo
MATEMOTJA, Thabiso
MATHEBULA, Nkateko
MATHOBO, Zwivhuya Valdiz
MATURURA, Dione

MBASHE, Oyama

MBATHA, Thembelihle Smangaliso
MEI, Eckard

MGABHI, Londeka Nompilo
MHLANGA, Ovayo Sihle
MINNIE, Rubin Bobby
MKANGISA, Oneza

MOHALE, Palesa Eusebia
MOLAHLOE, Thabang Nelson
MOSES, Mpho

MOTSOHI, Tsepo

MPSHE, Mpumelelo
MTHIMKHULU, Nduduzo Simangaliso
MTSHALI, Ratanang Malibongwe
MUDAU, Muthusi Charles
MULLER, Erin
MUTSWALETSWALE, Rowan Lindelani
MVANDABA, Buhle

NDITA, Mivuyo

NEL, Ruan

NGCOBO, Anele

NGCOBO, Sphumelele
NGODISENI, Phumudzo
NGWENDU, Sibahle
NGWENYA, Nomacebo Thando
NHAMBURA, Takunda Nyasha
NISHA, Narsi

NKOMONYE, Sive

NKUNA, Nyikiwe Fay
NTOMBELA, Nqobile Pearl
NTSHINGILA, Mandisa Boitumelo
NUMA, Ntombodidi

NZIMANDE, Mandisa Penelope
OLIVIER, Karla

OSMAN, Akeel

PILLAY, Rushen

RANCHOD, Marisha

RAPOO, Angela Lerato Senene
RASEEMELA, Lionel

RIEDEL, Janice

ROUX, Matthew Paul

SALIE, Laaiq Ahmad

SELEKE, Maphoka Carolyn

SIBI, Nyakallo

SING JAM, Tai-Lee
SIRKHOTTE, Ganeefa
SITHOLE, Nokwanda Snotho
SOLOMON, Nadheerah
STEVENSON, Robert James
SWANEPOEL, Hanro

SWARTS, Bianca
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SWARTZ, Amy Nichole
THATHANA, Mmabatho Mmasechaba
THUG, Waleed Mohammad
THUSI, Ngobile Nosipho

TIRO, Oratiloe

TYABASHE, Sisa Shibeka

VAN TONDER, Tiaan Cornelius
VILJOEN, Dillon Clint
VORSTER, Stefan Willem
WALTER, Christina Jean
WALTON, Keegan

WHITTLE, Janneke
WILLEMSE, Roxanne
XAMBALEMFE, Sesethu

CUM LAUDE

BORGSTROM, Robyn Jennifer
BRITZ, Hayley

LAWRENCE, Jamie
MAARTENS, Mathew William
MOGALE, Masutane S

RAMA, Hasita

STANDER, Chloé Sophia

VAN STADEN, Elizabeth Leoné
WARNER, Monique
ZAYAS-BAZAN SANTOS, Alvaro

ADVANCED DIPLOMA IN AGRICULTURAL
MANAGEMENT

BANTWINI, Meleza

CHAGI, Zukile Siyamthanda
KALASHE, Ezethu

MABAI, Lisakhanya
MATOLENGWE, Ikhona
MAVATHULANA, Anita
MDALA, Ezile

MLAMBO, Angel Noxolo
MTSHOTSHISA, Onaso
NGUBANE, Andisumoyomuhle Ntombizengcebo
NJIKELANA, Sinokuhle
SABANE, Lukholo
TSOMAKAE, Thato

ADVANCED DIPLOMA IN ANALYTICAL
CHEMISTRY

MASOKA, Inga Sanelisiwe
MAXONGO, Bali
MBEWU, Akhona
MJI, Hlumelo Sinethemba

BACHELOR OF ARTS HONOURS
IN GEOGRAPHY

ALLERS, Sharissa
MOLEPO, Sarah Mpho

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE HONOURS
(COMPUTER SCIENCE AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS)

KUDYACHETE, Zodzwainashe
SIBANDA, Sikhumbuziso

CUM LAUDE

DORASAMY, Dashendri
WILLIAMS-JONES, Michael Llewellyn

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE HONOURS
(INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND BUSINESS MANAGEMENT)

GOVENDER, Ashenn Devesh
MANYONI, Sandile Percival
MNTAMBO, Thandokuhle Mngobi

CUM LAUDE

CHIRIMUMIMBA, Kundai Natalie

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE HONOURS IN
AGRICULTURAL MANAGEMENT

BOMELA, Sivuyile

BUWA, Sesethu

GEBUZA, Bongeka

HLAZO, Zimingawe Luyoyisa
MAAKE, Thabile Mokgadi
MAGADLA, Yongamela
MANTY]I, Lelethu
NGUBELANGA, Diago Yolatha
NKOMBI, Saneze
RAMUPFUMEDZI, Mulalo

CUM LAUDE
MARRAND, Botle Nthabiseng

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE HONOURS
IN BIOCHEMISTRY

MPETSHENI, Bongile

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE HONOURS
IN BOTANY

GREAVES, Joel

CUM LAUDE

BASSETT, Pierre lvan
THERON, Ashley Jade



BACHELOR OF SCIENCE HONOURS
IN CHEMISTRY

BIRCH, Joshua
GROENEWALDT, Jaime-Lee
KOM, Thabasande Asathabile
MALILA, Lindubuhle
MAYOLI, Simamkele
MCETYWA, Sakhe
MEHLWANA, Asavela

MEJI, Yanga

MLOZANA, Yibanathi
MNYAMANA, Sindile
MSUTU, Khulisiwe
MUKWEVHO, Maano
MUNYAI, Zwivhuya Justin
NGONYAMANA, Alulutho
NTSEVU, Anathi
NTSHEYIYA, Baxolise
NZIMENI, Anele

STRUWIG, Adandre

VAN ROOYEN, Erin

CUM LAUDE

GROENEWALDT, Jaime-Lee
VAN DYK, Rika

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE HONOURS IN
COMPUTER SCIENCE AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS

DWYER, Cameron Nicolas
MACAKATI, Lwando

MATISO, Malibongwe Mthawelanga
PIENAAR, Matthys Andreas
YUSUFF, Jamal Bolaji

CUM LAUDE

BROOKS, Junaid

DE BEER, Bianca
HILL, Derick Gerald
PAGE, Joshua
TALJAARD, Belinda
VAN ROOYEN, Ruan

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE HONOURS IN
FORMULATION SCIENCE

KRUGER, Joshua Erwin
MATINKETSA, Lebogang
MBAMBELA, Pamella
VACU, Luyolo

VAVA, Anathi

CUM LAUDE

DE KOCK, Crystal Janice
GHERBAVAZ, Gemma Leigh
RUDOLPH, Carlen

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE HONOURS IN
GEOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION SYSTEMS

MAQAQA, Vuyolwethu
MAQIZA, Siphosethu
SOYA, Sinoxolo

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE HONOURS
IN GEOLOGY

DE LANGE, Ankia

FORTUNE, Bethany

GOUWS, Keanu

MASOABI, Matseliso Florina
MOLOSI, Dimpho Kebaabetswe

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE HONOURS IN
MATHEMATICAL STATISTICS

BOTHA, Callum Ryan
MBONGOZI, Yonela Concillia
MTATI, Siphelo

NENZHELELE, Ndugelo Benjamini

CUM LAUDE

CEBANI, Siviwe Ridge
MPOFU, Mpho Mihle
WILLIAMS, Monalisa Yibanathi

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE HONOURS
IN MICROBIOLOGY

BHANI, Apelele
BLIGNAUT, Venessa
GLUCK, Nicole
PERILS, Kiara Camryn
WATKINS, Caitlin Leigh
WEDDELL, Kate Mari

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE HONOURS
IN PHYSICS

DU PREEZ, Jade Kimberley

CUM LAUDE

VAN DEN HEEVER, Tasmin
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE HONOURS
IN PHYSIOLOGY

DANSA, Yididya Tilahun
LIGEGE, Rotondwa

CUM LAUDE

MDLOKODLA, Sisipho

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE HONOURS
IN ZOOLOGY

GOUS, Simone
RHEEDER, Carolyn Alet
SANDI, Aphiwe
TSHABANGU, Palesa Tiny

CUM LAUDE

WATKINS, Heath Richard



MASTER OF COMMERCE (RESEARCH)

BEKKER, Carmen - Cum Laude
(Computer Science and Information Systems)
Title of dissertation:
A MODEL OF THE VALUE PROVIDED BY SMARTWATCHES RELATED TO PHYSICAL ACTIVITY
Supervisor: Prof BM Scholtz

MASTER OF SCIENCE (RESEARCH)

AH SING, Tamlin
(Zoology)
Title of dissertation:

DOES ULTRAVIOLET RADIATION AFFECT THE THERMOREGULATION AND WAKING BEHAVIOUR OF THE EASTERN
DWARF CHAMELEON, BRADYPODION VENTRALE?
Supervisor: Dr S Welman

Co-supervisor: Prof K Tolley

BENJAMIN, Saudiga - Cum Laude

(Zoology)

Title of dissertation:

MACROINVERTEBRATES ASSOCIATED WITH SEAGRASS AT POINT-SOURCE POLLUTANT INPUTS IN THE KNYSNA

ESTUARY
Supervisor: Dr GM Rishworth

Co-supervisor: Prof JB Adams
Co-supervisor: Dr LRD Human

CASOOJEE, Riyadh Suliman
(Botany)
Title of dissertation:

CONSIDERATION OR AFTERTHOUGHT? AN ASSESSMENT OF REHABILITATION IN PROJECTS AUTHORISED
THROUGH THE NEMA EIA PROCESS WITHIN THE EASTERN CAPE
Supervisor: Prof AJ Potts

Co-supervisor: Dr P Steyn

CHIOZE, Ceica Alfredo
(Biological Oceanography)
Title of dissertation:

ABUNDANCE AND DISTRIBUTION OF MESOZOOPLANKTON COMMUNITIES ON THE SOUTHERN AND CENTRAL
MOZAMBIQUE SHELF
Supervisor: Prof MJ Roberts

Co-supervisor: Dr J Huggett
Co-supervisor: Dr S Isari
Co-supervisor: Dr BS Malauene

CLARK, Selina Eileen

(Botany)

Title of dissertation:

VULNERABILITY OF MARINE MACROALGAE OF THE PORT ELIZABETH COAST TO MARINE HEATWAVE EVENTS
Supervisor: Dr P Steyn
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GOVENDER, Marishka - Cum Laude
(Botany)
Title of dissertation:

RECONSTRUCTING PAST ENVIRONMENTS: A NEW PHYTOLITH RECORD COVERING THE HOLOCENE FROM THE
BAVIAANSKLOOF, SOUTHERN CAPE INTERIOR, SOUTH AFRICA
Supervisor: Dr LJ Quick

Co-supervisor: Dr | Esteban Alama

GRUNDLINGH, Philipp Louw - Cum Laude

(Zoology)

Title of dissertation:

INGRESS OF EARLY-STAGE FISHES INTO THE SWARTKOPS ESTUARY, SOUTH AFRICA: COMPARING PRESENT

WITH PAST ASEMBLAGES
Supervisor: Prof NA Strydom

IBARZABAL, lvana Catherine

(Zoology)

Title of dissertation:

THE EFFECTS OF SEASONALITY ON THE THERMAL PHYSIOLOGY OF BRADYPODION VENTRALE IN GQEBERHA,

SOUTH AFRICA
Supervisor: Dr S Welman

Co-supervisor: Prof K Tolley

KAFILE, Asanda
(Computer Science and Information Systems)
Title of dissertation:

AN INFORMATION ARCHITECTURE FOR A FIRST-YEAR PROGRAMMING MODULE ON THE MOODLE LEARNING
MANAGEMENT SYSTEM- A NELSON MANDELA UNIVERSITY CASE STUDY
Supervisor: Dr L Barnard

Co-supervisor: Dr DT Kunjuzwa

KHAU, Kananelo Adele
(Physiology)
Title of dissertation:

EFFECTS OF OXYTOCIN TREATMENT AND CALCIUM INHIBITION ON HYDROGEN PEROXIDE-INDUCED OXIDATIVE
CHANGES IN C8-B4 MICROGLIAL CELLS
Supervisor: Dr DC Ajonijebu

Co-supervisor: Prof H Davids

KHUBONI, Sbusiso Bless-God
(Chemistry)
Title of dissertation:

SPECIATION AND FRACTIONATION OF METALS IN THE DARVILL WASTEWATER WORKS SLUDGELAND USING
ULTRASOUND-ASSISTED SINGLE AND SEQUENTIAL EXTRACTION PROCEDURES
Supervisor: Dr GR Rubidge

Co-supervisor: Dr S Mngadi

KLAAS, Lulama - Cum Laude
(Chemistry)
Title of dissertation:
CONTINUOUS FLOW SYNTHESIS OF TAFENOQUINE DERIVATIVES
Supervisor: Prof P Watts
Co-supervisor: Dr FM Akwi




LONI, Litha - Cum Laude

(Geography)

Title of dissertation:

EFFECTS OF DIGITAL ELEVATION MODEL DATA RESOLUTION ON HYDROLOGICAL MODELLING USING SWAT: A

CASE STUDY OF THE SWARTKOPS RIVER CATCHMENT
Supervisor: Dr HW Britz

MAHLEBA, Masivuye Momelezi
(Chemistry)
Title of dissertation:

LIGAND-FUNCTIONALIZED POLYMERIC MATERIALS FOR ADSORPTIVE RECOVERY OF PALLADIUM FROM ACIDIC
SOLUTIONS
Supervisor: Prof ZR Tshentu

Co-supervisor: Dr J-L Mukaba

MAJOLA, Nelly Khanyisile
(Agriculture)
Title of dissertation:

EVALUATING THE IMPACT OF WATER SCARCITY AND FACTORS INFLUENCING THE ADOPTION OF CLIMATE-
SMART IRRIGATION TECHNOLOGIES ON SMALL-SCALE VEGETABLE FARMERS AMATHOLE DISTRICT, EASTERN
CAPE PROVINCE
Supervisor: Dr M Khapayi
Co-supervisor: Dr B Peter

MOREKU, Clementine - Cum Laude
(Chemistry)
Title of dissertation:
CONTINUOUS FLOW SYNTHESIS OF LENALIDOMIDE KEY INTERMEDIATE
Supervisor: Prof P Watts

MULDER, Stephan - Cum Laude
(Computer Science and Information Systems)
Title of dissertation:

UNSUPERVISED ENCODING AND EXTRACTION OF VIDEO SEQUENCES USING BETA-VARIATIONAL
AUTOENCODERS
Supervisor: Prof MC du Plessis

Co-supervisor: Prof Tl van Niekerk

NEL, Luke Sean
(Botany)
Title of dissertation:

EXTRACTING MORE ECOLOGICALLY - SIGNIFICANT INFORMATION FROM THE SOUTHERN CAPE FOSSIL POLLEN
RECORDS: A REASSESSMENT OF THE ASTERACEAE POLLEN TYPES
Supervisor: Dr LJ Quick

Co-supervisor: Dr S Manzano Rodriguez

VAN DEN HEEVER, Chrizé - Cum Laude
(Chemistry)
Title of dissertation:
NANOENCAPSULATION OF BIOACTIVE COMPOUNDS EXTRACTED FROM OLIVE POMACE
Supervisor: Dr NM Vorster
Co-supervisor: Dr Z Tywabi-Ngeva
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SWANEPOEL, Francois Jakobus - Cum Laude
(Geology)
Title of dissertation:

LABORATORY-SCALE STUDY OF SINKHOLE PROGRESSION — AN ANALYSIS USING A SIMPLE OFDR
CONFIGURATION AND A PROPOSED SIGNAL PROCESSING WORKFLOW

Supervisor: Dr G Mahed

Co-supervisor: Dr JJ Jena

VAN TONDER, Monique
(Geology)
Title of dissertation:

THE GEOLOGY, ARCHAEOLOGY AND ICHNOLOGY OF PLEISTOCENE SEQUENCES IN THE WOODY CAPE NATURE
RESERVE, EASTERN CAPE, SOUTH AFRICA
Supervisor: Dr JC De Vynck

Co-supervisor: Dr H Cawthra

VILJOEN, Peter Joshua
(Physics)
Title of dissertation:
OPTO-ELECTRONIC AND STRUCTURAL CHARACTERIZATION OF GASB/GAAS QUANTUM RINGS
Supervisor: Prof JR Botha

VISAGIE, Shahlaa - Cum Laude

(Chemistry)

Title of dissertation:

ALKALOIDAL DETECTION, ISOLATION AND ANTICANCER ACTIVITY OF CISSAMPELOS CAPENSIS L. F
Supervisor: Dr BG Hlangothi
Co-supervisor: Dr NS Latolla

XONGO, Kanya
(Botany)
Title of dissertation:
THICKET SUCCESSION AT AN ABANDONED OPEN-CAST LIMESTONE MINE
Supervisor: Dr P Steyn
Co-supervisor: Prof EE Campbell

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN NANOSCIENCE (COURSEWORK)

BASSON, Deané - Cum Laude
Title of treatise:
EVALUATING PEPTIDE CONJUGATED GOLD NANOPARTICLES AS AN ANTI-CANCER TREATMENT USING HT29

CELLS
Supervisor: Prof S Roux

LIVHALANI, Zwivhuya - Cum Laude
Title of treatise:

ANTI-DIABETIC EFFECTS OF GREEN SYNTHESIZED CERIUM OXIDE NANOPARTICLES (CEO2-NPS) USING
OLEANOLIC ACID IN LIVER AND SKELETAL MUSCLE CELL LINES.
Supervisor: Dr S| Hadebe

Co-supervisor: Dr MP Ngoepe

MTWAZANA, Gcobani
Title of treatise:
REACTION OF PALLADIUM WITH SILICON, CESIUM AND ZIRCONIUM IN GRAPHITE
Supervisor: Prof JH Neethling
Co-supervisor: Dr A Janse van Vuuren




MUGWENA, Rinae Eulander

Title of treatise:
THE PROMOTIONAL EFFECT OF COPPER ON ALUMINA AND ACTIVATED CARBON SUPPORTED NIMO

HYDRODEOXYGENATION CATALYSTS
Supervisor: Prof ZR Tshentu

Co-supervisor: Dr DP Fapojuwo
Co-supervisor: Dr TO Dembaremba
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DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

BARNARDO, Brandon
(Chemistry)
Title of thesis:
THE SYNTHESIS OF CRYSTALLINE ORGANIC COMPOUNDS WITH FUSED TRICYCLIC MOIETIES AND DIAMINO
LINKERS, AND AN INVESTIGATION OF THEIR HOST POTENTIAL AND SELECTIVITY BEHAVIOUR IN MIXTURES OF
ISOMERS AND RELATED COMPOUNDS

Supervisor: Prof B Barton

KAPATA, Langson
(Mathematics)
Title of thesis:

FISCHER-CLIFFORD THEORY APPLIED TO CERTAIN MAXIMAL SUBGROUPS ASSOCIATED WITH THE SIMPLE
GROUPS FI22, CO1, F4(2), AND THE MONSTER M
Supervisor: Prof AL Prins

Co-supervisor: Dr LN Njuguna

NDZANE, Nolufefe Muriel
(Physics)
Title of thesis:
ION-IMPLANTED METAL-POLYMER NANO-COMPOSITES FOR SENSOR APPLICATIONS
Supervisor: Prof JH Neethling
Co-supervisor: Prof M Msimanga

OLADIPO, Joshua Femi
(Computer Science)
Title of thesis:

ANT COLONY OPTIMISATION BASED ROUTING AND WAVELENGTH ASSIGNMENT ALGORITHM FOR TRANSPARENT
FLEXI-GRID OPTICAL BURST SWITCHED NETWORKS USING LINK USABILITY METRIC
Supervisor: Prof MC du Plessis

OLAOLU, Oluwashola Samuel
(Physiology)
Title of thesis:

THE EFFECTS OF ILOPROST TREATMENT ON MOLECULAR AND NEUROCOGNITIVE RESPONSES TO INHIBITED
IL-4R ALPHA FUNCTION IN A MOUSE MODEL OF TRYPANOSOMIASIS

Supervisor: Dr DC Ajonijebu
Co-supervisor: Prof H Davids
Co-supervisor: Prof GB Dealtry

RAUTENBACH, Gustav

(Oceanography)

Title of thesis:

THE KWAZULU-NATAL BIGHT FRONTAL EDDIES AND THEIR IMPACTS ON COASTAL CIRCULATION

Supervisor: Prof MJ Roberts
Co-supervisor: Prof S Herbette
Co-supervisor: Dr J Veitch
Co-supervisor: Dr P Penven
Co-supervisor: Dr G Cambon




THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
(CHEMISTRY)

BRANDON BARNARDO

Previous qualifications:

2018 Bachelor of Science Nelson Mandela University
2019 BSc (Hons): Chemistry Nelson Mandela University
2022  Master of Science Nelson Mandela University
Thesis:

THE SYNTHESIS OF CRYSTALLINE ORGANIC COMPOUNDS WITH FUSED TRICYCLIC
MOIETIES AND DIAMINO LINKERS, AND AN INVESTIGATION OF THEIR HOST
POTENTIAL AND SELECTIVITY BEHAVIOUR IN MIXTURES OF ISOMERS AND RELATED
COMPOUNDS

The potential separation by means of organic
host systems of isomeric and structurally related
mixtures was investigated. Isomeric mixtures are
extremely troublesome. The boiling points of the
guest species are near-identical and as a result,
conventional fractional distillations are not
sufficient. Furthermore, these distillations are not
economically (nor energetically) sustainable. As
a result, a great demand for an alternative route
of separation is required. This study
demonstrated that the one host system could
separate industrially relevant mixtures by
employing host-guest chemistry strategies. This
body of work has produced four articles that were
published in international high impact factor
journals.

Supervisor: Prof B Barton
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THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
(MATHEMATICS)

LANGSON KAPATA

Previous qualifications:

2017  BA: Mathematics University of Zambia
2021  MSc: Mathematics University of Zambia
Thesis:

FISCHER-CLIFFORD THEORY APPLIED TO CERTAIN MAXIMAL SUBGROUPS
ASSOCIATED WITH THE SIMPLE GROUPS Fi,,, Co,, F,(2) AND THE MONSTER M.

The Fischer-Clifford matrices technique is particularly
suitable for constructing the ordinary character tables of
finite group extensions having abelian p-groups as kernels,
especially in the context of maximal subgroups of sporadic
simple groups. This thesis contributes to Fischer-Clifford
| theory by presenting a method, coined the lifting of Fischer-
Clifford matrices method, to address the construction of the
ordinary character tables of finite extensions, say G = P.G,
with nonabelian p -groups as kernels. The approach
involves constructing, for each conjugacy class [g] of G, a
Fischer-Clifford matrix M(g) of G from the corresponding
Fischer-Clifford matrix M(g) of the quotient group Q =
G/®(P), where ®(P)is the Frattini subgroup of P. In this
thesis, Mr Kapata uses the lifting of Fischer-Clifford
matrices method to successfully construct the ordinary
character tables of finite extensions of generalized extra-
special p -groups associated with the simple groups
Fi,, and F,(2). The method was also utilized to construct
the ordinary character tables of group extensions involving
a special 2-group in Co, and a 7-group in the Monster M.

Supervisor: Prof AL Prins
Co-supervisor: Dr LN Njuguna



THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
(PHYSICS)

NOLUFEFE MURIEL NDZANE

Previous qualifications:

2004 BSc Chemistry Walter Sisulu University
2012 BSc (Hons) Physical Science University of the Western Cape
2014  MSc Physics Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University
Thesis:

ION-IMPLANTED METAL-POLYMER NANO-COMPOSITES FOR SENSOR APPLICATIONS

This study focused on the fabrication of polyaniline
(emeraldine base) (PANI-EB) thin films and the effect of
copper ion implantation in the structure and electrical
properties of the PANI-EB films. PANI-EB thin films of
different molecular weights were prepared using spin
coating on different substrates followed by copper ion
implantation at different fluences. The study investigated
the effect of ion fluence on the microstructure, morphology,
and electrical properties of the films. The results revealed
that the molecular weight significantly affects the
implantation-induced modifications and Schottky junction
quality. Understanding these effects is critical for optimising
polymer-based electronic devices and advancing metal-
polymer nanocomposites for future sensor technologies.

Supervisor: Prof: JH Neethling
Co-supervisor: Prof M Msimanga
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THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
(COMPUTER SCIENCE)

JOSHUA FEMI OLADIPO

Previous qualifications:
2015 BSc Computer Science and Applied Mathematics
Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University

2016  BSc (Hons), Computer Science Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University
2018  MSc Computer Science, (Cum Laude) Nelson Mandela University
Thesis:

ANT COLONY OPTIMISATION BASED ROUTING AND WAVELENGTH ASSIGNMENT
ALGORITHM FOR TRANSPARENT FLEXI-GRID OPTICAL BURST SWITCHED
NETWORKS USING LINK USABILITY METRIC

The purpose of the study was to investigate the
application of Ant Colony Optimisation algorithms
to solve the Routing and Wavelength Assignment
problem in flexi-grid OBS networks. The study
introduced a novel approach: the Usability Metric
Flexible Spectrum Ant Colony (UM-FSAC). The
UM-FSAC algorithm incorporates a dynamic “Link
Usability” metric that evaluates network link
quality based on fragmentation and wavelength
utilisation, enabling more effective resource
allocation. Performance evaluation reveals that
UM-FSAC significantly reduces Burst Loss
Probability compared to earlier algorithms.
| Additionally, the study provided a holistic analysis
| of network performance, considering metrics such
as fairness and efficiency, to offer deeper insights
into the broader impacts on network performance
of the algorithms evaluated. Furthermore, the
algorithms are benchmarked against analytical
and heuristic lower bounds from the literature,
providing a robust assessment of their practical

effectiveness under various network conditions.

Supervisor: Prof MC du Plessis



THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
(PHYSIOLOGY)

OLUWASHOLA SAMUEL OLAOLU

Previous qualifications:
2015  Doctor of Veterinary Medicine Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria-Nigeria
2019  Masters of Science in Veterinary Microbiology

Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria-Nigeria

Thesis:

THE EFFECTS OF ILOPROST TREATMENT ON MOLECULAR AND NEUROCOGNITIVE
RESPONSES TO INHIBITED IL-4R ALPHA FUNCTION IN A MOUSE MODEL OF
TRYPANOSOMIASIS

This research addresses a significant and
underexplored area, integrating immunology and
neurocognition to enhance our understanding of
the systemic effects of Trypanosome infection
and potential therapeutic interventions for
cognitive impairment. By focusing on lloprost, a
prostacyclin analog with known
immunomodulatory  properties, the study
provides novel insights into its ability to mitigate
neurocognitive  deficits and  pathological
outcomes resulting from IL-4Ra inhibition—a key
receptor involved in immune responses. lloprost
modulated gene expression, reduced
parasitaemia, and altered cytokine profiles.
Epigenetic changes, including hypomethylation
in certain promoters, highlight lloprost’s potential
as neuroprotective therapy against trypanosome-
induced neuroinflammation.

Supervisor: Dr DC Ajonijebu
Co-supervisor(s): Prof H Davids
Prof GB Dealtry
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THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
(OCEANOGRAPHY)

GUSTAV RAUTENBACH

Previous Qualifications:

2017  National Diploma, Marine Science Cape Peninsula University of Technology
2018  Bachelor of Technology, Oceanography Cape Peninsula University of Technology
2021  Master of Science, Chemical & Physical Oceanography Nelson Mandela University

Thesis
THE KWAZULU-NATAL BIGHT FRONTAL EDDIES AND THEIR IMPACTS ON COASTAL
CIRCULATION

This doctoral thesis uses an ocean model to study the life
cycle of frontal eddies inshore of the Agulhas Current along
the east coast of South Africa at the KwaZulu-Natal Bight, a
home to valuable Marine Protected Areas. Results from an
eddy detection algorithm reveal the semi-permanent nature
of these eddies and that they have a significant impact on
coastal ocean circulation. Lagrangian particles and
potential vorticity analyses show cyclonic eddies to gain
their sources from the Agulhas Current. They dissipate due
to disruption by the land-boundary shear and mixing with
coastal waters. This is the first detailed work on these
important ocean features.

Supervisor: Prof M Roberts
Co-supervisors: Prof S Herbette
Dr J Veitch

Dr P Penven

Dr G Cambon




Congratulatory Message from the Alumni Association

Congratulations on your academic achievement!
Welcome to the Nelson Mandela University alumni family. You
are now a Nelson Mandela University alumna/us.

We would like to take this opportunity to introduce you to the
Nelson Mandela University Alumni Association.

Once you have obtained your Nelson Mandela University
certificate, diploma or degree you become an alumna/us of
the University and a member of the Nelson Mandela University
Alumni Association.

The Association is recognised by the University Council as
a structure of the University. The Association supports and
enhances the realisation of the University’s vision and mission
through maintaining and expanding positive relationships with
its members.

The Role of the Alumni Relations Office (ARO)

Primarily, the Alumni Relations Office (ARO) builds relationships
and maintain strong links with graduates, friends and supporters
of the University through events, newsletters, social media and
the alumni and friends magazine Thetha https://publications.
mandela.ac.za/Publication

The Role of Nelson Mandela University graduate

We encourage you to attend the alumni engagement events,
be an active alumni ambassador, support your alma mater in
a variety of ways including sharing news, expertise, skills, and
contributions in cash and kind. For more information regarding
University projects you can support please visit the University
giving page https://www.mandela.ac.za/Giving-to-Mandela-
University

Mandela Alumni Connect - our online alumni global
networking platform

Join the Mandela Alumni Connect community - to stay in
touch with fellow alumni, get informed about events and job
opportunities, career guidance, mentorship initiatives and
expand your network. Register for free on https://alumni.
connect.mandela.ac.za/ Visit our website and follow or connect
to our social media channels for more information regarding our
alumni digital networking platform.

When you happen to be in Ggeberha or on campus please visit
the Alumni Relations Centre on North Campus or the University
Shop at the Sanlam Student Village.

More info: T +27 41504 3935 E alumni@mandela.ac.za
Join us: @ Nelson Mandela University Alumni @ Nelson Mandela University Alumni

www.alumni.mandela.ac.za @ @MandelaUni

University Shop - the official branded items retailer

Visit the University Shop situated at the Sanlam Student Village
on University Way, Summerstrand, for all Nelson Mandela
bags and

University branded clothing, corporate gifts,

memorabilia!

Alternatively, shop online for all your favourite branded items
https://onlineshop.mandela.ac.za/ Collection and delivery
options available online.

More info: T +27 41504 4371 E shop@mandela.ac.za
Join us: @ @UniversityShopMandelaUni @ Universityshop_mandelauni

www.shop.mandela.ac.za @ @universityshopmandelauni @ @ShopMandelauni

Stay connected to your alma mater! #MandelaAlumni4Life

NELS®N MANDELA

Welcome to
Nelson Mandela
University Alumni
Connect

I
=]y

https://alumni.connect.mandela.ac.za/ https://onlineshop.mandela.ac.za/
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OUR BRAND

We are Nelson Mandela University.

We are the only university in the world named
after Nelson Mandela. The iconic South African
statesman, humanitarian, and leader is known
globally for his remarkable achievements.

As Nelson Mandela University, we are honoured to
carry his name. In return, we honour our namesake
by striving to live his legacy and embrace the ethos
he embodied. We pay tribute to him by using his
full name when referring to our institution. We are
Nelson Mandela University.

Siyeyona kuphela kweyunivesithi ehlabathini
ethiywe ngoNelson Mandela. Esi siswenye
senkokheli yombuso eMzantsi Afrika, esingusosisa,
kwakunye nenkokheli saziwa kwihlabathi

jikelele ngokuggwesa kwakhe okuyimbalasane.
NjengeNelson Mandela University, siziva
sibekekile ngokuthwala igama lakhe.
Ngokwembuyekezo, sibeka phezulu ugama wethu
ngokutabalazela ukuphila umzila wakhe kwaye
sikokose iintsika zokuphila awayegamele ngazo.
Simothulela umngwazi ngokusebenzisa igama
lakhe ngokupheleleyo xa sithetha ngeziko lethu.
SiyiNelson Mandela University.

Ons is die enigste universiteit ter wéreld wat

na Nelson Mandela vernoem is. Die ikoniese
Suid-Afrikaanse staatsman, filantroop en leier is
wéreldwyd bekend vir sy merkwaardige prestasies.

As Nelson Mandela Universiteit is ons geéerd
om sy naam te dra. In ruil daarvoor eer ons
ons naamgenoot deur daarna te streef om

sy nalatenskap uit te leef en die etos wat hy
verpersoonlikheid het, aan te gryp. Ons bring
hulde aan hom deur sy volle naam te gebruik
wanneer ons na ons instelling verwys. Ons is
Nelson Mandela Universiteit.

§
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Photographer details

The official photographer for the Nelson Mandela University graduation ceremony is Gordon Harris Photographic.
Photographs will be taken of every graduate as he or she is being presented by the Executive Dean of the Faculty
and when being hooded by the Registrar. A demarcated area will be used to take family photographs, please
follow directional signage. Please refer to the enclosed photograph order form.

NOTE: NO OTHER PHOTOGRAPHERS WILL BE ALLOWED IN THE HALL.
NB: THE TAKING OF ALL PHOTOGRAPHS (INSIDE AND OUTSIDE THE HALL) IS A PRIVATE TRANSACTION

BETWEEN EACH CANDIDATE AND THE PHOTOGRAPHER CONCERNED. THE UNIVERSITY ACCEPTS NO
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE QUALITY OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS.
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Nkosi Sikelel’i-Afrika,
Maluphakanyisw’uphondo Iwayo,
Yizwa imithandazo yethu,

Nkosi Sikelela, thina lusapho lwayo.

Morena boloka setjhaba sa heso,
O fedise dintwa le matshwenyeho.
O se boloke, O se boloke setjhaba sa heso,

Setjhaba sa South Africa.
South Africa.
Uit die blou van onse hemel,
Uit die diepte van ons see.
Oor ons ewige gebergtes

Waar die kranse antwoord gee.

Sounds the call to come together,

And united we shall stand.
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Change the World

mandela.ac.za

PO Box 77000, Nelson Mandela University, Ggeberha, 6031.
T 041 504 1111 (Ggeberha) T 044 801 5111 (George)
E info@mandelauniversity.ac.za




